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The challenge

Along the Wellington waterfront there are sculptures with words on them. The words 
are from poems and novels by New Zealand writers who lived, or still live, in 
Wellington. Your first challenge is to find the sculptures! Then, if you want to, you can 
fill in the missing bits of information in your booklet.

If there are any sculptures you can’t spot, come back another time and look for them.

Look at the map on the next page and start your search.

There are 24 sculptures altogether on the Walk

There are four different designs, so they won’t all look the same

Choose which sculptures you want to look for

Take turns reading the words on the sculptures aloud

Choose which questions you want to answer

You can find more information about the writers and sculptures on the Wellington 
Writers Walk website, wellingtonwriterswalk.co.nz



The map
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The list of writers below is in approximate geographic order of the 24 sculptures 
along the waterfront. Tick them off as you find them.

The writers
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From ‘Provenance’ in The Love School, Victoria University Press, 2008

Page 5

Elizabeth Knox
Novelist, essayist (1959—)

Where to find it
On the steps between Shed 13 and Michel Tuffery’s giant kina sculpture at Kumutoto Wharf.

  The evening light concentrated, till the city and the

topped-up trembling horizon beyond Pencarrow Head would

begin to look like a seaport in someone’s lost paradise.



There are some hard words in this poem. Circle any words you don’t know the 
meaning of and look them up, now or later.
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Eileen Duggan
Poet (1894—1972)

Where to find it
Queens Wharf, near the East by West Ferries; down a flight of steps or view from the top.
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From ‘Wellington Harbour is a Laundry’ in Come High Water, Dunmore Press, 1977
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Denis Glover
Typographer, publisher, boxer, sailor, satirist, poet (1912—1980)

Where to find it
Near Frank Kitts Park and the Wahine Memorial. Look over concrete seating to the rocks 
below.



Circle the names of the fish in the quotation above.

Draw a fish, or draw someone fishing.
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From Being Pakeha Now, Penguin Books, 1999
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Michael King
Writer, historian, biographer (1945—2004)

Where to find it
On top of the wooden benches at western end of the two bridges over Whairepo Lagoon 
entrance.
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From ‘Last View of Wellington’ in Fires and Patterns, The Jacaranda Press, 1975
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Louis Johnson
Poet, editor (1924—1988)

Where to find it
On wooden bench overlooking Whairepo Lagoon, between bridge and the steps next to the 
albatross sculpture.
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From ‘The Active Voice’ in Scenes from a Small City, Daphne Brasell Associates Press, 1994
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Lauris Edmond
Poet, writer (1924—2000)

Where to find it
On the wall at the harbour end of the City to Sea Bridge.
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From ‘Driving South with Lucy to the Big Blue Hills’ in Seeing You Asked, Victoria University Press, 1998
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Vincent O’Sullivan
Poet, novelist, playwright, editor, scholar (1937—2024)

Where to find it
On the wall overlooking Whairepo Lagoon, opposite the rowing club.
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From Old Wellington Days, Whitcombe & Tombs, 1959
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Pat Lawlor
Journalist, novelist, poet, historian (1893—1979)

Where to find it
Sheltered in an alcove under the steps leading up to the City to Sea Bridge.



  Then out of the tunnel and

Wellington burst like a bomb.

It opened like a flower, was

lit up like a room, explained

itself exactly, became the

capital.

Novelist, children’s writer (1931—2025)

From Going West, Faber and Faber, 1992
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Maurice Gee

Where to find it
On the lagoon side of The Boatshed, or view it from the bridge over Whairepo Lagoon entrance.
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Novelist (1937—)

From Cousins, Penguin Books, 1992
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Patricia Grace

Where to find it
Between bridge and Kupe sculpture, next to The Boatshed; down steps, or view it from the 
top.



From The Conjurer, Oxford University Press, 1992
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Jack Lasenby
Novelist, hunter, children’s writer, spinner of yarns (1931—2019)

Where to find it
Set vertically on one end of the tall wooden pou outside the Wharewaka. The poles are 
taken down if there’s an event on, but you might be able to find it lying horizontally nearby.



From ‘Milky Way Bar’ in Milky Way Bar, Victoria University Press, 1991
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Bill Manhire
Poet, short story writer, teacher (1946—)

Where to find it
By foot bridge near the Hikitia; slightly below ground level – no guard rails.



Sam Hunt

From ‘Letter to Jerusalem 2’ in Collected Poems 1963 – 1980, Penguin Books, 1980
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Poet, raconteur (1946—)
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Where to find it
Set onto a plinth above the water at the diving platform.



From Theatre in 1981: Omens and Portents, unpublished ms, Bruce Mason papers, JC Beaglehole Room, 
Victoria University of Wellington
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Bruce Mason
Playwright, actor, critic, fiction writer (1921—1982)

Where to find it
Set into the ground beside Circa Theatre, facing the harbour.



From ‘Blue Rain’ in The Dark Lord of Savaiki: Collected Poems, Hazard Press, 2003
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Poet (1925—2009)
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Alistair Te Ariki Campbell

Where to find it
Go down steps to walkway over the water, between Circa Theatre and the harbour, or view 
it from above.
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Educator, writer (1977—)
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Read the karakia aloud.

Can you find the stars on the sculpture? These represent the stars of Matariki. How 
many stars can you count on the sculpture?

Ben Ngaia

Where to find it
Set into the planted area between Te Papa and the waterfront promenade, with a view of 
the harbour and towards Matariki as it rises.



From ‘Words’ in Young Knowledge: The Poems of Robin Hyde, ed. Michele Leggott, Auckland University 
Press, 2003
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Robin Hyde
Poet, novelist, journalist, traveller (1906—1939)

Where to find it
At one end of curved wooden seating on Te Papa Promenade, facing the harbour.



From ‘The Maori Jesus’ in Collected Poems of James K Baxter, Oxford University Press, 2003
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James K. Baxter
Poet, playwright, postman, philosopher (1926—1972)

Where to find it
Look over the fence into the pool beside Te Papa.



From ‘The Wind Blows’ in Bliss and Other Stories, Penguin Books, 2001
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Writer, journalist, essayist, poet (1888—1923)
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Katherine Mansfield

Where to find it
Beside Te Papa, past Solace in the Wind (the “leaning man”) sculpture, facing the harbour.



From the poem ‘After the Southerly’ in Writing from the Heart, Storylines, 2010
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Joy Cowley
Novelist, children’s writer (1936—)

Where to find it
Set into the ground beside the marina, behind Te Papa; look over the fence or walk down 
steps or ramp.



From The Crime of Huey Dunstan, Random House, 2010
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This writer talks about the ruffian wind.

Can you think of another sculpture that mentions the wind?

James McNeish
Novelist, playwright, biographer (1931—2016)

Where to find it
Set into the decking at the far end of the bridge over Waitangi Stream.
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This sculpture overlooks the marina.

How many boats can you count? 

Do any of the boats have names (they might be written on the side of the boat)? 
Write down any names of boats you can see. 

If you had to name a boat, what would you call it?
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Marilyn Duckworth
Novelist (1935—)

Where to find it
Past bridge over Waitangi Stream, on the side of three benches overlooking the marina.



From ‘Speaking with my Grandmothers’ in Writing Wellington, ed. Roger Robinson, Victoria University Press, 
1999
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Fiona Kidman
Novelist, short story writer, poet, teacher (1940—)

Where to find it
On the sand at Freyberg Beach.
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Barbara Anderson
Novelist, short story writer (1926—2013)

Where to find it
In small grassy park near Carlton Gore Rd, at Point Jerningham end of Oriental Parade.

From ‘The Girls’ in I Think We Should Go into the Jungle, Victoria University Press, 1989
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How many sculptures did you find?

Which sculpture was your favourite?

What did you like most about it (the words, the shape, where it is, or something else)?

You’ve just taken part in the Wellington Writers Walk treasure hunt.

Ka rawe! Congratulations!

We’d love to hear about your treasure hunt on the Walk! To get in touch with Wellington 
Writers Walk, email us at info.wellingtonwriterswalk@gmail.com. You can find more 
information about the Walk on our website, wellingtonwriterswalk.co.nz.


